
Ryan Hendrix M.S., CCC-SLP & Kari Zweber 
Palmer M.A., CCC-SLP

9/14/23

Copyright©2023 Think Social Publishing Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. www.socialthinking.com 1

Social, Emotional & Academic Learning for a Lifetime of Well-being

1

Our Group Plan

• Why  is social observation 
important?

• How do we teach it?

2

3

What happens at the 
beginning of something 
new (like the school year)?

• Idea you have/blueprint
•Observation is a tool that 

helps increase 
predictability, increase 
comfort, decrease 
anxiety, etc.
•Observe!

4

What happens at the beginning of something 
new (like the school year)?

•Arrival
• Transitions
•Recess
• Signals (chime, signals)

•Quiet time
•Whole group meeting
• Independent work
•Dismissal
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Rules & Procedures

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://sara-meetingpoint.blogspot.com/2014/09/more-class-rules.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Ryan Hendrix M.S., CCC-SLP & Kari Zweber 
Palmer M.A., CCC-SLP

9/14/23

Copyright©2023 Think Social Publishing Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. www.socialthinking.com 2

7

Place? 
    +
People? 
    +
What is Happening?

What is the 
situation?

8

Students are at their desks…

•What clues or materials help us figure out the plan?

•What clues are on the board?

•What is on you/others’ desks?

•What is on the teacher’s desk?

•Where is the teacher (e.g., at the board, near the books, in a special 
chair, etc.)?

•What time is it/where are we in the day? (e.g., What did we just do? 
What usually happens?)
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Doorways mark a transition to a new 
situation 

• Use them as a visual cue to 
observe!
• Stop before passing through to 

imagine what you’ll encounter
• Pause as and after entering to 

actively observe

11

DO ObseRve

Imagine…

Where am I going?
Who will be there? 
What might be 
happening?

What will it be like?

Pause and observe…

What do I see?
What do I hear?
What do I know?

What’s my Smart 
Guess?
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www.socialthinking.com

14

Introduce Social Thinking 
vocabulary and concepts 
that begin to build an 
understanding: we all 
experience a social 
emotional chain reaction 
made up of our thoughts, 
feelings, actions and 
reactions.

15 16

• Our goal throughout the book 
is to promote stronger social 
attention to key information to 
allow for social processing and 
interpretation. 

•We hope to facilitate a 
mindset in your teaching that 
places the emphasis on 
thinking rather than behavior 
change.
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Download Implementation & 
Fidelity Guide 

www.socialthinking.com
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Smarts Brains (Lesson 2)
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Ann video

26
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Science lesson:  
Which fruits rot the 

fastest/slowest?

29

Math Homework: 

Find pictures and 
ads that show 
measurement

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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https://www.freepngimg.com/png/41629-groceries-png-download-free
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Write about a time you 
made a SMART GUESS 
about how someone 
was feeling and what 
they were thinking.  

What did you notice? 
How do you think the 
person was feeling? 

What was your 
reaction? 

32

Using the 
You Are a Social Detective 

Resources in the first 6 weeks

Calling All 
Detectives 

 My Smarts, 
Your Smarts

Clue Collector 
Club, Smart 

Guess Toolbox, 
Smart Guess

Hidden Rules, 
Expected & 
Unexpected 

Behavior, Putting 
it all together, 

Superflex 
Academy

Lessons 1 & 2 Lessons 3-5 Lessons 6 -10
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Detective 
powers are 
superpowers:  
Off to the 
Superflex 
Academy
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